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for it has just lost Rs.5o,ooo: a cheque for this amount
was sent to the local Treasury to be cashed, and some
one got away with the money. The mortgage bank
resembles the one described at Naraingarh,1 but whereas
the Naraingarh bank is the youngest in the province,
this is the oldest, for it was founded in 1921. The
difference is painfully apparent. Many defects have
appeared, and last summer, when the spring harvest
failed, 112 out of 216 borrowers paid neither principal
nor interest. Threatened with proceedings, many have
paid up since; among them a pir who, to meet the
demand, went out on tour amongst his mureeds and
returned with sixty buffaloes, selling which he cleared
his debt. No one could doubt the need for a mort-
gage bank in the district, which is heavily burdened
with debt; but it is difficult to make it a success, for
character and education are not sufficiently developed
to ensure the wise application of a loan or its punctual
repayment. The bank, too, has been at greater pains
to help the landlord rather than the more industrious
peasant proprietor, with the result that loans have been
imprudently large: last year they averaged Rs.3,852.
Another source of weakness is that it operates over
the whole district. This is too large an area for a mort-
gage bank run on co-operative lines, and most of the
banks founded since have been confined to a single
tahsil.

In the districts so far traversed, the dominating Landlords
element has been the peasant proprietor, but in Jhang
it is the landlord. There are over seventy who pay
more than Rs.i,ooo in land revenue, and one pays
nearly Rs.7,ooo.2 Few amongst them seem to take any
thought for the development of their land or the good
of their tenants. The chief assistance given to tenants
is protection from the cattle-thief. For this purpose

* p. 80,

z Broadly, in the Punjab, *the land revenue demand absorbs about one-fifth
of the net income of the land* (the author's op. cit., p. 10),